Grief - Community - Hope

1. Griefis real

Isaiah 59:9 (ESV) Therefore justice is far from us, and
righteousness does not overtake us; we hope for light, and behold,
darkness, and for brightness, but we walk in gloom.

Aspects of Grief...

2. Community must be real

Romans 5:1-5 (ESV) Therefore, since we have been justified by
faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.
2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace
in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3More
than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, 4and endurance produces character, and
character produces hope, >and hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

3. Hope is the reality

Lamentations 3:17-29 (ESV) ...my soul is bereft of peace; |
have forgotten what happiness is; 18so | say, "My endurance has
perished;so has my hope from the LORD." 2°Remember my affliction
and my wanderings, the wormwood and the gall! 20My soul
continually remembers it and is bowed down within me. 21But this |
call to mind, and therefore | have hope: 22The steadfast love of the
LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; 23they are
new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 24"The LORD is my
portion," says my soul, "therefore | will hope in him." 25The LORD is
good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him, 26|t is
good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD 27|t
is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. 28Let him sit
alone in silence when it is laid on him; 29[let him put his mouth in the
dust—there may yet be hope;
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